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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


Fellow Citizens of the Legislative Assembly:— 


In the absence of the Executive, I have the honor to respond to your 
call. To the people of this Territory, and to me especially, that absence 
is, at this time, particularly to be regretted, for the present juncture of 
affairs requires all the experience, ability, and energy, so justly conceded 
to the distinguished gentleman who has the honor to preside over this Per- 
ritory, and whose duties in such absence by law devolves upon the Secre- 
tary of the Territory. With real sincerity I will assert, that many and 
grave doubts have arisen in my mind, as to my ability to discharge the 
weighty and responsible duties incident to, and arising out of our present 
Indian relations; but, with a firm reliance upon the patriotism of the peo- 
ple, and their hearty co-operation, I have endeavored to compensate for 
want of experience by an earnestness of purpose, and a zealous effort to 
discharge my whole duty. 

It is a subject of regret, that pressure of business and multiplicity of 
labors, prevent as full and careful a review of matters as is desirable.— 
Should, therefore, things seemingly important, be omitted, or slightly allu- 
ded to, the neglect must be attributed not to intention, but rather to an 
attention to more pressing matters. 

Since you were last assembled, an important, and, I regret to say, 
disastrous change has taken place in our social prospects. While peace 
and security seemed to reign about us, and every person was, as usual, 
pursuing his customary avocations, an Indian war breaks out in our midst, 
spreading alarm throughout the whole Territory. Families arc murdered, 
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property is destroyed, claims are abandoned for the fort and the block- 
house, and the whole country, instead of portraying the usual peaceful oc- 
cupations of American citizens, has the appearance of desertion, and noth- 
ing but parties of armed men are to be seen in motion. How long this 
state of affairs is to continue, it is impossible to say; but, from the energy 
which our citizens have shown, and the measures which have been adopt- 
ed, it is earnestly to be hoped that the end is not far of. 


The extinguishment of the Indian title to lands within the Territory, 
had been long and loudly called for by the people. This was a matter 
absolutely necessary for our welfare, in order that there might be no con- 
flicting claims between the settler and the Indian, and that the Indians 
might be placed in such a position, that, while they were taken care of 
and protected, they could at the same time, as far as possible, be prevent- 
ed from doing harm. | 


In the month of December, 1854, in'pursuance of instructions from 
the general government, Governor Stevens entered upon this delicate and 
arduous task. The first treaty was made in the county of Thurston, in 
the vicinity of the Nisqually river, on the 26th of December; was ratified 
by the United States Senate before its adjournment—March 3d, 1855,— 
has been proclaimed by the President, and is now a part of the supreme 
law of the land. The basis of that treaty, is the basis of all that have 
been concluded since. Great care was taken to explain the provisions, and 
the objects of negotiation to the various tribes. Careful interpreters were 
secured, and every individual was allowed to speak his views. Similar 
treaties have been concluded with all the Indians west of the Cascade 
Mountains, with the exception of the Chehalis, those residing in the neigh- 
borhood of Shoalwater Bay and on the Columbia, as far east as the Dalles, 


In pursuance of the instructions and line of policy marked out by the 
Indian Department at Washington City, Governor Stevens crossed the 
Cascade Mountains, and in conjunction with the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs of Oregon, treaties were effected with the various bands known as 
the Yakima tribe, the Cayuse, the Walla Wallas, and the Nez Perces— 
He then proceeded to Fort Benton, on the Missouri River, where a great 
council had been called, to conclude and settle a definite peace between the 
tribes divided by the Rocky Mountains, hostilities between which had con- 
tinued ever since the whites have had any knowledge of the country. 

This measure was of vital importance to the Territory of Washing- 
ton, as, while these hostilities continued, there could be no safe travel or 
communication by the great northern route connecting the waters of the 
Columbia and Paget Sound, with the headwaters of the Mississippi. It 
may be well here to state, that the latest information received, will justify 
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the belief that that treaty has been conchae, aid the Tem n Gov. 
Stevens is daily Jooked for. l rg 

Tn the midst of this favorable Peers of thing, whilé the ‘ink 
was scarcely dry, with which treaties had béen written, Indians, whọ- ‘had 
entered into these stipulations, and solemnly pledged their faith to preservé 
amity and peace towards all American citizens; have visén in’ arms, ‘treavh- 
erously surprised, and barbarously murdered our inoffending citizens, killed 
an Indian agent, while in the performance of his official duties, ‘and i in de- 
fiance of all plighted faith and written obligation, waged à War, accom 
panied with all the horrid brutalitiés incident to shvage life. 

The sphere allotted to this message will not justify a recital of thé 
preliminary aggressions, Satisfactory evidence however, has been ‘afford: 
ed, indicating that both in Oregon and this’ Tertitory, for a great length 
of time, preparations for war had been going où, on the part of ‘the TIndi- 
ans. Simultaneotisly with the murders’ conimittéd in the Yakima valley; 
southern Oregon became the sdene of Indian Warfare, and the moment 
troops move froni Puget Sound across the mountains, au outbreak takes 
place on the White river prairies, > 3 * 

On the 23d of Septenibeř, in ndditidh to previous floating ‘Tumors, 
positive information was received that two of our citizens had been mut- 
dered in the Yakima valley, whilé travelling on the military. road’ across 
the Nachéss pass. A teqtisition was inintediately imadé upon the cont: 
rhandig officers of the military posts of” fort Steildcoom, atid fort Viitiedac 
ver, for sufficient forces to procead, by differént routes, into that eduntiy, 
to procure, if possible, the murderers, if not to puhish the tribe, and td 
furnish protection to such persons as might be travelling tó, or returning 
from the Colville mine’, Both of these tequisitiois were prompt ‘nea coni- 
plied with. Previous to this, Major Haller, cortitianding fort Dal 
ing nearer the scene of action, and having earlier information, had snbred 
into thé field, and oh the 6th of Octobet was ‘attackell by: an ‘imménéely 
superior force, and, after à gallant and’ desperate confliét of about forty- 
dight houts, succeeded in dtiviny off the enemy, losing fivé men killed’ and 
sixteen wounded, together with & large portion of his ahimals, “and all of 
his provisions. This last compelled him to return to the Dalles, Upon 
the receipt of this information, Major Raitis, commatidiny’ the Columbia 
river and Puget Sound district of the United States army, inade a requi- 
sition upon the Governor of Oregon for fout companies of voluntéers, tind 
upon the Governor of Washington for two. The proclamation by the 
respective executives, Uallitix for these forces, were responded to with zeal 
and alacrity by the citizens of this and of our sister Territory. Th tonbe- 
quetice of the scnicity of arms, existing in this section of country, ‘in ot- 
Ger to furnish the volunteer force being raised here, it became necéssary to 
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make a requisition both upon the United States sloop-of-war “ Decatur,” 
and the revenue cutter “ Jefferson Davis,” for such as could be spared.— 
Much praise is due to the commanding officers of those two vesgels, for the 
willingness and promptness with which they responded to that request, 
thus enabling the first company of Washington Territory volunteers.to be 
equiped and ready for the field, the moment their organization was com- 
pleted.. 

On the 30th.of October, Major Rains, having received foi me the 
appointment of Brigadier General of the volunteer forces serving in the 
Yakima war, moved into the field with all the disposable regular troops, 
and having the co-operation of nine companies of Oregon mounted volun- 
teers, under command of Col. Nesmith. After proceeding as far as the 
Yakima Mission, having several skirmishes with the enemy, capturing 
some of their cattle and horses, and destroying several large caches of pro», 
visions, the whole command returned to the Dalles, the unusual inclemency 
of ‘the season preventing a winter campaign. In the meanwhile, the com- 
mand moving from fort Steilacoom, under command of Lieut. Slaughter, 
proceeded across the mountains, through the Nachess pass, to within about 
twenty-five miles of the Atahman Mission, where, learning of the return 
of Major Haller to the Dalles, they fell back, first to the summit, and then 
to the upper prairies on White river. Being reinforced with seventy-six 
regulars and company B, of the Washington Territory volunteers, under 
command of Captain . Gilmore Hays,,the whole detachment, under com- 
mand of Capt. M. Maloney, U. S. 4th Infantry, again advanced; but, af 
ter crossing the summit, were overtaken by an express, informing them 
that delay had taken place in the movements of the troops from the Co- 
lumbia river. ` Capt. Maloney consequently fell back to the first grazing 
ground on this side of the mountains—the White river prairies. During 
these movements, a band of rangers had been organized, under command 
of Capt, Charles H. Eaton, whose duty it was made to guard the outskirts 
of the settlements, and watch the various mountain passes. Scarcely had 
the command commenced its operations, when a detachment of eleven men, 
on regular scouting duty, were suddenly attacked by Indians, heretofore 
supposed to be friendly. Taking refuge in a log house, after gallantly sus- 
taining a siege of some sixteen hours’ duration, the Indians wefe repulsed. 
The murder of several highly esteemed citizens, travelling from Capt. Ma- 
loney’s camp into the settlements, and the massacre on White river, fol- 
lowed. 

The return of the command under Capt. Maloney, cannot but be 
looked upon as a most fortunate event for the settlers on Puget Sound, as 
it is impossible to say what might have been the result, with the settle- 
ments entirely unprotected, and many of the Indians at open war, and the 
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rest, to say the ‘least, wavering. The battle on White River, in which 
_ both, regulars and volunteers, so admirably ‘distinguished themselves, can- 
' not fail to impress the Indians with the superiority and power of the white 
: man, and that, however protracted the contest may be, ruin and Lea 
- must necessarily’ come upon them, Ze 

The calls upon the people of the Territory for their services in the 
present war, have been met by the organization of 12 companies, © consist. | 
ing of two companies of Rangers, and: ten companies of the Ist Regiment 
of Washington Territory Volunteers, amounting, in all, to upwards of 
seven hnondred men. Of these about five hundred are mounted. In ad: 
dition to these, there i is a company of Rangers at the Cowlitz Farms, yn- ) 
der command- of Capt. Peers, not regularly mustered into service, but 
ready to perform such duty. as' may be required of ‘them. , 

I deem it my duty, here, to make public acknowledgements of. the Ber- 
vices rendered by His Excellency, Jawes Doveras, Governor of Vancouv-. 
ers Island. Upon. the alarm naturally attendant upon a serious Indian 
outbreak, almost within armslength . of us, and owing to the scarcity of 
arms and ammunition, application was made to him for such an amount of 
these munitions of war as he could. possibly furnish. ‘That application w was, 
promptly and cordially responded to, to the extent of his power; he ‘at 
the same time regretting that he had at the moment no vessel of war at 


his disposal, and that his steamers, the “Otter” and “Beaver, ” were both, ' 


absent, “but-upon thë arrival of. either, she should be dispatched to the... 
Sound, to render such service as might be required of her, Since then the 
“Otter” has visited this place. 

‘This movement on the part of the itxecutive of Vancouvers Island, 
cannot fail to have its influence upon the Indians residing upon our waters, ; 
having a tendency to show to them that whatever differences may exist 
between the Americans and the Englishmen, in their social and political 
organization, as far as savages are concerned, they are but one, 

The Indians west of the Cascades, with the exception of those be- 
fore alluded to, still continue friendly. They have been collected at va- 
rious points, disarmed, and placed under the surveillance of local agents, 
and arrangements have been made for their support. The only fear, at 
present ‘entertained, is that, by some act of indiscretion, they may be 
frightened into the hostile ranks. 

The disposition which has been subsequently made of the troops in 
the field in this portion of the Territory, has been with the design—while 
at the same time tokeep the hostile Indians in check, adequate force 
should be moving on the outskirts of the settlements—in order that the 
farmers might be enabled to return to their claims to provide for the com- 
ing years subsistance. 
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` The general stagnation in trade and: industrial purshits arising’ out of 
the present state of affairs, loudly calls for prompt and speedy action on 
the part of the general’ government. “ Should Congress adjourn without: 
affording the relief so pressingly needed inthis emergency, it will much rè- 
tard our Territorial growth and advancement.- I therefore earnestly rec- 
ommend a memorial calling'for a 'düfficient appropriation 'to’remunerate 
the citizen soldiery for théir yaluable’ and ‘patriotic services, and ‘the citi. 
zens generally for the supplies they have so promptly furnished, ‘dnd ‘for the 
property destroyed, St en 

Beyond the limits of our'Teiritory to the North, the Codst'and inumer- 
able Islands are’ inhabited by numerous tribes of-Jndians of a fierce and 
warlike charadter, bands of which are constantly inthe habit-of descend- 
ing into our settlements for the ostensible purposé ‘of procuring ‘Tabor.— 
Besides the alatm occasioned to the most exposed settlers by ‘the’ présence’ 
of these unwelcome visitors, complaints frequently arise from the-various 
thefts ‘cominitted by them. In case punishment is‘attempted to be‘ inflicted, 
isolated settlers,'as we'already kndw'from past ‘experiénce, are-liable, in 
revenge, to be'cut off by them. In view of these’ facts, in order to dis- 
courage their coming within the limits of the Territory, T respectfully sub- 
mit to'your' consideration, whether or not it would be advisable to enact a 
law, making it penal for ‘any‘person to employ for hire any of these north- 
érn binds. In connection with this subject, considering the nature of the 
waters of Puget Sound, the numerous tribes residing on ‘its borders, the 
liability to incursion from foreign tribes, and-the utter inefficiency of sailing 
vessels for rapid communication, I will recommend: that you memorialize 
the Navy Department, to station within our waters, an armed steam Vessel. 
I will here call.your attention to the ‘trade that has been too largely 

carried on with the Indians in guns and ammunition, ‘Our. very self-pres- 
ervation demands that it should entirely cease, and thet very stringent 
laws should be passed upon the subject, . 


The present existing war, has suggested many deficiencies in our Milj- 
tia Law. It provides for the election of officers, but on the subject of en- 
roliment of men, and the rendering the militia effective, itis extremely de- 
fective. I would respectfully recommend the election of the general, staff, ’ 
consisting of a Brigadier, Adjutant, Quartermaster and Commissary Gen- 
eral, by the Legislative Assembly, and a system of enrollment of ali.ecapa- 
ble of hearing arms in the various countiyo; and that the formation of com- 
panies be entirely volunteer—to elect their own officers, and to he formed. 
into battalions or regiments as circumstances may require. The. scattered 
nature of our settlements, and the isolation of seme of our counties, seems. 
to dictate this as the most effective means for their protection, and. at, the 
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same time; thé most skpedient for combination or general setion J ee 
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gest it for`your consideration, ae ET Ba he 
‘During the - -past summer, rumors., of. discoveries of: gold’ fields’ near 
Fort. Colvillé,.induced many. enterprising and energetic citizens, of, the Ter- 


- titory, to visit that region..: Many -haye returned. on , account of. the war, 


and, the’ imposeibility of „obtaining, provisions there, during the winter,— 
Although the extent of the gold, bearing, district is not known, yet-the fact 
is.certain, that those: who worked the bars. and prospected the country; 
near Fort Colville, found gold in sufficient quantities to pay well for work- 
ing. . Wherever the-more experienced miners dug; either upon, the bara or ° 
upon the ‘hillsides, gold was found, and even with the rude mode of ‘work- 
ing with pans, an average of $10 per day has -been made, and those. who, 
are still at the mines, report profitable employment; I have no. donbt that 
with improved : machines, and better preperations for working to advantage, 
these gold j mines will } prove amply remunerative, to'many citizens who may- 
go. there, whenever the state of the country. will permit communication, 
between the. Columbia River. and Poget Sound settlements and ‘the gold 
bearing region. ee ee ao 
‘The, prosecution of the poblic — dating. the past year, bas ‘de, f 
veloped large bodies of fertile lands, and made great addition: to. the topo, 
graphical knowledge « of the ‘Territory, which willbe useful to emigrantai in, 
search of the best lands, . As to. the amounf*of work thus far accomplish- 
ed, the office of the Surveyor € General shows the, following, results :—Total 
amount surveyed - -while this Territory was under the Oregon, „office; 1876. 
miles; ‘amount, surveyed and under contract since the organization of the, 
Washington office, 3063:miles; proposed to be surveyed in 1856 and i8st, yi 
48,per annual report of. ‘the Surveyor sen 5688 miles—all Tying west 


` of the Cascade Mountains, 


The general government has made: Tiberal. appropriations for "public 


surveys ; in the Territory, but the Súrveyor General has found it impossible, 


to obtain -surveyors willing: to. contract for the whole amount, as the eX: 
ceedingly difficult nature of, the ‘country, and the high prices of- labor and 
provisions have subjected to loss those who undertook the work, even at. 
the maximum prices allowed by law. ‘The present Indian war has stopped 
all field work i in this im ortant part of ‘the development of our Territory; 
but it is hoped that it can be resumed-j -in the spring, and that you, by your 
action; will second the urgent request of the Surveyor General to the Gen- 
eral Land. Office, ; that an increased sum per mile, be allowed by ti the general p 
government, , for farther surveys, 3 l 
At the last’ session of Congress, appropriations were * “nbd for the: 
military roads in this Territory:—Ohe from fort Benton, in Nebraska, to 
Walls “Walla; one from ‘the Dalles to Columbia “barracks; ‘and one ‘from 


~ ? 


10 


„3 ‘ -r o E 
Coluijbia. barratks to'fort Steilacoom. - A ‘recOnnoissance has heen made 
of the two latter during the present fall, and, it is: expected, work will be 
commenced thereon during the coming spring. , 

. In-addition to these roads, commimication should ‘beopened ‘by land — 
to: Bellingham ‘Bay, oitthe north, anid through the valleys‘of the Chehalis ` 
and Willapah to Grey’s Harbor, Shoalwater. Bay, and some point near 
thé mouth of ‘the Columbia, on the South. ‘These roads will be of great 

. importance, in-a domestic point of view, as ‘opening a latge section ‘of 
country to} settlement, and‘communication with other settlements; ‘and, in 
military affairs, as’effording means of communication:with exposed points, 
and of rapidly marching troops/into the fastnesses and Jairs of those sava- 
ges who way hover upon the outskirts of the settlements, I-call your at- 
tention to 'this'as:4 subject of memorial, ‘ 

~: Jn the “act making appropriations for ‘the support of ‘the army, : for: 
thie’ year ending the 80th of June, 1856,‘and for other purposes,” it was 
provided, that the Secretary:of War shall equalize, as far as practicable, 
the number of arms heretofore distributed, and now in possession of the 
several states, so that each state which had received less than its pro rata 
share, shall receive a number sufficient to make'an equal pro rata: propor- 
tion for ‘all: the ‘states, according to the number of - their ‘representatives 
and ‘senators in Congresi respectively. 

‘Under this provision, the arnount falling due to this Territory is 2000 
miskets, An effort was'made to draw them in riflés, but failed from some 
regulation ‘to the contrary. In addition to this, our annual quota of'arms 
w 137 inuskets, which amount, consisting of 2137 muskets, have “been, 
“ dtawn in 1980 miuskets, 100 rifles and accoutrements, and 30 cavalty sá- 
bres, The whole amonnt—to ‘which 208,000 caps were added—have: ar > 
rived at Vancouver, in this Territory, some mistake having occurred in 
their shipment. Owing to'the difficulty of transportation at the-present 
season of the year, between the Columbia river and Paget ‘Sound, efforts 
have been made to proture the propér portion, suitable for the Puget 
Sound section of comity, transported ’ direct, by sen, ‘from Vancouver t to 
this place. 

Your attention is urgently requested to the subječt of the Postal at- 
rungenients ‘for the Territory. Mail routes have been established through- 
otit'the Sound, and a large approptiation has been niade ‘for carrying the 
mail from “Olympia by Sea'té San Francisco. 

" The contracts of the former have not as yet been let, and the latter has 
a inadequate for the service- required, .and has thus far been of no, 
ava 


In the present critical state of affairs our exposed position demands. 


gi 1 
fromthe. PE governaveat more, rapid communication with San Fran 
cco and; New York. 
- By an act of the last Legislative Assembly, the public: buildings of- 
- the Territory, were located, and by subsequent resolution, : the.Governor ° 
. Was requested to draw the amount sania by. aac to ae used in ” 
Š the erection. of the e Capitol: y 


Capital could, be cleared, the plan ‘of construction’ was yoni And.@ COs. 
tract entered into for its erection. The building was fast reaching its com: ` 
pletion when the Indian war broke out, taking from said building.the arti» 
sans engaged, and preventing the possibility of securing others, }Under: ' 
these, circumstances, a suspension of the work .was ordered, and I-have, 
been compelled to employ, temporarily, the: hall used by the Legislative ` 
Assembly at its last session. The architect and contractor of the capitol ; 
assures me, however, that, the work will be finished shortly. . 

. In reference to our boundary question, and the extinguishment of the 
rights of the Hudson’s Bay arid Paget Sound _Agricaltaral Companies, I, 
refer you to the last message of the Executive, 

Tn conclusion I will state, that as far ag my limited judgment extends, a 
every € effort has been, made on my part, for the. protection of the Territory, - 
An Indian War, existing all around us, demands from every, citizen a.una-. 
` nimity of 7 topim and a concert of action. — 

From the uniform “courtesy which has ever been extended: to me by 
the citizens of this Territory, as Jong as the duties of acting Executive 
devolve upon. meT shall rely, upon yo Tem and earnest co-opera- 
tion, and, having in view but one object—that of duty—shali jJeave it to, © 
: you, how far that a has been accomplished. ` : 

- E H. MASON e> 


“ 


